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The story of the wicked prince by Hans Christian warns society about the consequences of greed for wealth and power to society. The story is based on a wicked prince who was only interested in conquering the whole world and gaining more power by instilling fear among the people. Because of his desire to conquer, he and his soldiers used ruthless and violent means to devastating many countries. His soldiers destroyed crop fields as they set the hut of the peasants on fire. As the story explains, the soldiers were also involved in looting the property for the prince. 
The raping of women by the soldiers is also depicted as one of the many devastations the society suffered. The soldiers torture and rape a mother who is fleeing the conquest, "she served as new nourishment to their diabolical enjoyments; demons could not possibly have done worse things than these soldiers!" The story displays the soldiers and the prince as more evil than the demons due to their actions. The prince did not see anything wrong with the actions of his soldiers for as much as their actions helped him acquire more wealth and power. His desire for more wealth and property left many societies languishing in poverty with destroyed crop fields and burnt-down huts. 
The story also shows how pride leads to a fall. The prince was possessed with the wealth and power he had. However, his desire to become might left him dissatisfied with what he had. As the story follows, people admired the huge wealth he accumulated and saw him as a mighty king. This was not enough, however, because he wanted to be the best there is, “No power on earth must equal mine, far less exceed it. He erected different statues of himself in public places but faced one challenge from the priests. 
The priests opposing his desire to have his statues erected in churches showed him that he has not become as mighty as he thought. For this reason, he decided to conquer God by going to war with him. This contributes to his greatest fall. He is first defeated by one of God's angels from a drop of blood that falls on his ship. He uses his accumulated wealth to make many more ships that would carry his soldiers with him. However, God only sends gnats against him this time. The wealth he held so much pride in could not cover him from a single gnat that crept in and stung him. His last moments are full of pain while his own soldiers mocked him as they watch his fall. 
The story also shows the power and the wrath of God. Material wealth accumulated should not be a reason for anyone to compete with God. The wicked prince however wanted to be the best there is by conquering God. He ignores the warnings from the priests who dare him not to obey his orders. In his first fight, God only sends one of his endless angels. This shows how powerful God is and how easy it would be for him to defeat him with his army of angels. 
The prince is defeated by a single drop of blood that falls on his ship and brings it down. He spends much more time building more ships to go to war with. However, he was only defeated by a single gnat that crept under his expensive coverings and stung him. The power of God appears to be so high that he can instruct gnats to fight. This also shows God’s power as mysterious as the prince does not even get to fight him leave alone conquering him. 

